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Pasture Forage Systems

Ä CƻǊŀƎŜǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ άFoundation of Cattle Industryέ

Â 12 million acres native rangeland

Â 7.5 million acres tame forages

Ä Today COP and COG demands the increased use of forages!

Â Legumes ςgrasses ςmixtures

Â Tame and native perennials

Â Annuals ςwarm and cool season



Pasture Forage Systems

Ä Integrating Forage Systems ς>300 days
Â ¦ǎŜ άsmorgasbordέ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŀƎŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ 

resource

Â Manage mid summer drop in forage quality

Ä Utilizing forages longer in production periods for:
Â Growing animal programs

Â Breeding animal programs



Economic and Nutritional
Importance of Livestock Gain

Ä Drylot Gain

Â Drylot Pen - Feed a 500 lb steer to 700 lb

Â It might cost $180 - $190 over a 70 day period ($0.90)

Ä Pasture Gain

Â Grazing the steer to same weight (700 lb)

Â Makes pasture worth $20 - $38/acre ($0.50)

Â Depending on forage quality and rate of gain



Economic and Nutritional
Importance of Livestock Gain

Ä Value of gain on grasstracks value of gain on feed

Ä With higher corn/barley prices - grass is increasing 
in value as a feedstuff relative to grain

Ä Capturing value of grassdepends on management 
that assures resource sustainability while allowing 
grazing animals to maximize voluntary forage 
intake and digestion



Opportunity to Market Grass Through Cattle

Ä IƛƎƘ άŎƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ǝŀƛƴέ ό/hDύ ƛƴ ŦŜŜŘ ȅŀǊŘ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ 
placement of heavier weight calves

Â Grain COG vs Grass COG

Â Grow calves to heavier weight on pasture!

Ä This may result in stronger prices of 800 to 900 lb 
calves relative to 500 to 700 lb calves

Ä The market is giving cow-calf producers a strong 
signal to add weight to calves with grass!


